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Physick’s Cate of Truncation of the Uvula. 


used at all, it should only be when the os ... 

easily dilatable. In such cases it mi h **" 8 We 1 Elated, or 
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occumng first, during convales- 
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t See his interesting case in the preceding number ofthi, JoarittI> p . m 
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eeuce from an attack of remitting fever, in the middle of May, 1826. The ht. 
ter symptom soon became the most prominent, and increased to a constant ef¬ 
fort to retch, m which notiung was thrown up from the stomach, and which 
was not relieved by free vomiting. At this time no complaint of pain was 
made any where but in the head. P 

the S ustric i . i ™ ution 33 sympathetic of an incipient cephalic 
affect,on, leeches were apphed to the temples and behind the ears, and some 
doses of active cathartic medicines given. No advantage was derived. The 
*, COn3U ‘ m ’, and from anois >’ effort to vomit, it gradu- 
*5 tr * COnvul! “ v f cough ’ “>‘ 0 ffether involuntary and uneontrolbdto 
and conveying an impression as if something obstructed and irritated the or- 

the cougTeCsince * “ bede ^>>ed, the character of 

Ih :^ e "r FTT ‘" Creased in Tio,ence r ° r 3 number of days, and until 
the 8th of September, when, about mid-day, after vomiting, (which was at this 

cTshe frlHnto WbiCh ** ^° ff ‘ qU “ til >' of " hite *ough mu¬ 

cus, she fell into a state of extreme prostration. The cough ceased and she aD- 

peared to be dying. From this she slowly revived through the evening and 
on the next day there was a degree of reaction amounting to fever, which m 
dually subsided and left her quite well. S" 

“The mucous expectoration, likewise, though at the time regarded with 
Tome interest, has, in the latter attacks, been produced occasional in vomit- 

fmJ a y tl ' e r same deviation. On the recover^ from the 

&st attack, she remained well for two weeks, when she was again seised with 
to same spasmodic cough, attended with pain in the breast, to not preceded 
as before with any irritation of the stomach. This, after continually increasing 
in violence for about eight days, again lcft her in nearly the same manner it 
had done in the first instance. After an interval of three weekTtoTnd „ 
tor attack of the same duration, and of extreme 

been two more, but at longer intervals, and not altogether of the same s^ 

Oc't'otolifN ° fth u diffc ” nt Paroxysms are the early part of September-of 
^b^Novembe^J,„u^_ wdof During the long int^l 

fc*Wen January “ d ^ 3 sli g ht cou ffh °fthe same peculiar chaLter bu 
tototm! ' 17 m0ni,nJr ° n aWati "&’ after which she remains entirely exempt 
IuttdumT e tW rt f ° Ur h ° UrS - At firet * Ias ‘ ed a ^ seeototoy 

violent at^ ft h^t y TT* ‘° ° r f ° rty minutes - Since *e 

attack it has been reduced to only a few moments continuance." 

After many remedies had been used in the above case, without af- 
and Dr ^h P ®T anent benefit ’ the P at >ent was sent to Philadelphia, 
point out an y T k C °! WuU * d \ The circumstances appeared to hfm to 

«lmi„l th! th 83 :°h °r thC 1 UVU,a 33 the cause d i«ase. On 
Tins was^nlafTl ha found , such an elongation actually existed. 

sion of^ ^ Pat ' ent and t0 hcr friends ’ and the e *ci- 

oli the sv^I fthC U ?* la . was Performed, immediately after which 

slightesXer CeMC<1 ent ' re,y ’ and haVC n0t Sincfi "*>™ d *■ 
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In the operation of cutting off the uvula. Dr. Physick has „„ki 
very lately, used scissors; but being unable to complete the ope’ratio'n 
effect e t r P f Cat -'° n °r f u at instrument ’ several been necessary*,, 

mTneH f'T" part ‘ To obviate thin difficulty, he defer- 

mined to try the old instrument, as modified and represented by 

3rZ BEU r; j nh ^ Sys r 0fSurger ^ He found ’ however, that 
although he could divide with that instrument, the greater part of the 

uvula, a portion of the membrane that covers the back parfofit, was 

throuI ay T Vld ’l tHe USC ° f SGisSOrS necessar y t0 «t it 

Jit T ° reme, 'y tbl . s '"convenience. he caused an instrument to 
be made as represented ,n the annexed figure, having two plates in- 
stead of one, between which the knife was passed, but still the same 

thr0USh the membrane its 
postenor part He then thought of wrapping a strip of waxed linen 

: v n e t[,tf::idT cu . mf T e ;r °i t! i e ° penins ’ to supp ° rt the 

Z '\ n be divided by the knife. Thus constructed, the instru- 
r s L W r h ' S pUrp ° Se completely, and cut through the whole 
*J e f le part ln a “ 'nstnnt Dr. Physick has since used an 
instrument of similar construction for the removal of scirrhous ton- 
sils. He finds it easy to cut off the whole/ or any portion that may 

^anTT^T ? fthe enlarged tonsil in this manner* The operating 
can be finished in a moment of time. The pain is very little, and the 

haemorrhage so moderate that it has not required any attentionin four 
cairns in which the doctor has lately performed it 

that ™! K m< r^ " S ° aCCUrateIy re P res oted in tlie annexed plate, 
that a very bnef descnpfaon of it is all that can be required. Three 

views are given; 1st, a perspective; 2d, a front; Sd, a side view, the 

kmH CPa r ra , t0 St T V * hem more distinct ly- The whole instrument 
is made of stee , and consists of two plates, o, and c, between which 

to the cutting-blade b. The upper plate, a, is short, and is fastened 
to the lower, c, by a screw, which passes through a groove in the 
blade 6 The lower plate c, is longer than the upper, fnd is tent 
one end so as to form a handle. Between these^ plates is the 

SSS b i:TT m r 0f Which iS SOmewhat lancc -shaped and 
sharp the other has a button on it, upon which the thumb is pressed, 

move ‘ S ,n S K d ° PUSh f ° rWard the b,ade ‘ The blade is made to 
We W dl 7 b f ! hC SCrew ’ Which connects together the upper and 

in tl b ad 6 ’ “? f S ° by 8 SeC ° nd SCrew which P-s througlfa groove 
in the blade and fastens in the lower plate. ° b 

the Jr 2 ’ thestri P of waxed linen is represented wound round 

the semi-circumference of the opening. 

The size of the perforated end of° the two plates, and of course 
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that of the knife must be larger in the instrument for extirpation of 
the tonsils, than in that for truncation of the uvula. 

The instrument employed by Dr. Physick, was made by Mr. 
Henry Shively, No. 75, Chesnut street. 


Art. HI. Observations on some points of Pathology. By William 
E. HonxER, M. D. Adjunct Professor of Anatomy in the Univer- 
sity of Pennsylvania. 


A FINE injecting matter may be pushed into any vessels into 
which red particles of blood can naturally penetrate. I have re¬ 
peatedly filled the whole venous system from the arterial, so as 
to disp ay all the fine venous meshes under the skin, and to infil¬ 
trate the body completely. Judging from these experiments, I ani 
isposed to think that some of the phenomena of inflammation arise 
mechanically, and that the substance effused from vessels is in a 


~ - — icsacia ib III a 

measure according to the mass and momentum of blood Solving 
through them. Thus when irritation determines an increased afflux of 


blood to a part, if the calibres of vessels are not large enough to per¬ 
mit it to pass freely from the arteries iuto the veins, serous infiltra¬ 
tion first of all occurs: if the afflux be augmented, then coagulating 
lymph, the particles of which are larger, is effused; and if there be a 
further augmentation of afflux, the red particles of blood are then ef¬ 
fused through the lateral porosities of the vessels. The corresponding 
phenomena in fine injections, are, first the water, then the size, and 
lastly the colouring matter, from its particles being the coarsest of 
the mixture. > 

Though many dropsical effusions may be traced to irritation, 
yet I am disposed to think that some very great errors have been 
incorporated with their pathology, from the desire to adapt all the 
phenomena to one standard, to wit, inflammation. This at least I 
know, that in fine injections of whole adult dropsical subjects, nore- 
sistonce scarcely is offered by the blood-vessels, and that the inject¬ 
ed fluid escapes from them by their lateral parietes or porosities, as 
last as it can be thrown in; manifesting thereby evidently a -reat 
axity in their texture. This escape is generally in the order in 
which we see dropsies to occur, first in the ankles and feet, then up 
the lower extremities to the trunk; in the hands and wrist, and then 
up the pectoral extremities to the thorax. 

The purpura urticans which occurs in the skin in dropsy, seems 
to be an extravasation of blood arising from the same passive or loose 


